
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 

                            

WVCA is an all-volunteer, 

community-based organization 
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Box 5604 

Arlington, VA 22205 
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For advertising or to submit items 
for consideration, contact John 

Marsh at 703.534.0215. Advertising 
fees for bimonthly newsletter:  

$25 per run, $60/ three runs, $100/ 

year . 
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In the never-ending saga of the I-66 spot improvements project, the 
National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board has now 
authorized the 1.5 mile expansion of westbound I-66 from two to three 
lanes between Fairfax Drive and Sycamore Street and from three to four 
lanes between Washington Blvd and the Dulles Access Road. The project 
will expand the section of the freeway that passes through Westover.  

The expansion from Fairfax Dr. to Sycamore St. will begin next year 
with funding from a federal earmark. Further expansions of the road way 
will not take place until additional studies are completed.  

The WVCA and other Arlington County groups have long opposed 
the expansion. Last month, the Board had voted to remove the I-66 
expansion project from consideration for federal funds, backing a proposal 
made by Arlington County Board member Chris Zimmerman.  
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Earlier this year, the WVCA discussed the possibility of installing the 
Storyteller statue in front of the new Westover Library. However, the 
county has now rejected that idea. The Risk Management Office deemed 
it "too dangerous" for a public space, citing a variety of sharp and pointed 
edges and other issues that would affect safety, maintenance, and 
insurance. As a result, the county’s Arts Committee did not approve the 
statue at its March 17 meeting.  
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On March 17th, the Director of Arlington Libraries, Diane Kresh, held a 
public meeting at the Westover Library to discuss proposed actions to fit 
with the County Manager’s proposed 2010 fiscal year budget, including 
closing the Westover library from July to October to facilitate the move to 
the new space.  Westover residents raised concerns about the library 
being closed in the summer, when kids use it most, and suggested longer 
loan periods and keeping the returned books drop box open.  Ms. Kresh 
agreed to consider these ideas and concerns in her final proposals.  �

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 31  
at 7:30pm in the Swanson Library  

Agenda: 
·  Neighborhood Conservation Plan 
·  Westover Library (especially plans for site of current building) 
·  I-66 Developments 
·  Columbia Pike Trolley 

  

 

 
Visit us at http://groups.msn.com/westovervillage or email wvca pres@yahoo.com 
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teach the class. “It was a blast!” Toby said.  
Buying Scoops was the subsequent step in Toby’s ice cream adventure. In the next few 

weeks, Toby plans to start making small batches of hand-made ice cream. Many Westover 
residents are used to doing big things in small spaces, and Scoops is no exception. In order to 
put in the necessary ice-cream-making machinery, Toby will have build in some more electrical 
and plumbing infrastructure for the store. He hopes to have the ice cream makers up and running 
in April and “definitely by summer.” Once the equipment is ready, he plans to make ice cream 3-4 
times a week in the morning, when things are relatively quiet in the store.  

The home-made ice cream will be some of the creamiest stuff around and provide yet another 
reason for food connoisseurs to flock to Westover. Toby says that the neighbors have all been 
extremely supportive and he sees a lot of potential for the area. Need a little pick-me-up? Stop in 
for the newest menu item: the Ornana Berry all natural fruit smoothie! 

Scoops has new owners and 
they are planning big changes 
for one of Westover’s favorite 
hangouts. In the very near 
future, Scoops will be making 
its own ice cream right on the 
premises! 

Toby and Monina Bantug 
recently bought the ice cream 
shop. Toby brings a wealth of 
ice cream experience to 
Westover. As a student at the 
University of Maryland, he 
worked part-time for Ben and 
Jerry’s and also at a small 
independent shop called 
Uptown Scoop. He also was 
an ice cream maker for Great 
Falls Ice Cream, which 
supplies the ice cream that 
Scoops currently sells.  

As an undergrad, Toby 
also gave up one of his spring 
breaks to take an one-week 
ice cream making short 
course, taught by a professor 
of food sciences. That course 
proved to be a life-changing 
event. Toby became friends 
with the prof, who invited him 
back in future years to help  
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The county will begin the 2009 picnic season (April to October) with a few changes in the way it services and 
supports the picnic shelters in Arlington County’s parks. 
  Citizens can reserve some of the larger shelters, including the one in Westover Park, by calling the 
(703) 228-1801 line and making a reservation.  Those who reserve the shelters are given a set of guidelines 
that all park users follow and the approved request becomes a reservation for a specific date and use.  For 
county residents, the reservation fee is $125; for non-Arlington County residents, the rental fee is $250. 
  The county has found over the past few years that the reservation process works well not only for the 
park users, but also for park maintenance.  Park users who made a reservation had a permit that allowed 
them the right to use a picnic shelter because they used the system.  First come, first served. 
  On the park maintenance side, the country was able to predict how many workers it would need to 
clear and clean the area.  It knew that if a request came in for Westover Park, for example, it would need to 
have county staff there after the event to make it ready for the next group that reserved the park shelter. 
  By now, most people are aware of the budget cut backs and some of the possible furloughs of county 
workers in the next few months.  Last year and in years past, the county hired temporary summer help to 
assist with shelter cleaning, cleaning the grills and picking up recyclable materials and trash.  Last year the 
county employed seven temporaries to help out. This year it appears the county will not be hiring temporary 
summer workers.  Now more than ever, it is necessary to make every hour count. 
  The county will begin to rent the shelter in Westover Park when rental season starts. As noted, the 
reservation fee will be $125 for Arlington County residents and $250 for non-county residents.  The maximum 
capacity for the shelter is 50 persons.   
  The county will waive the rental fee up to 2 times if the use is for a civic association event.  If a shelter 
is not reserved for a specific time, it is first come, first served. 
  The following webpage link will take you to Arlington County Park’s park shelter reservation page: 
http://www.arlingtonva.us/Departments/ParksRecreation/scripts/parks/ParksRecreationScriptsParksPicnicSh
elters.aspx For additional information, please contact:  
Kevin Stalica, Park Service Area Manager / Trails Manager / CPSI 
Telephone  703-228-7743 E-mail  kstalica@arlingtonva.us 
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The Arlington County Police is asking for your assistance in reducing the rash of thefts from 
vehicles in the First District.  Since January of this year, there have been over 130 auto related 
thefts. During a recent weekend alone, thieves broke into nine vehicles in the Dominion Hills and 
Madison Manor area. Residents are leaving their car doors unlocked. To reduce the possibility of 
problems, please remove valuables (Laptops, GPS, IPODs) from your vehicles and lock the door, 
even if the car is parked in the driveway.  
  One resident has been victimized twice because they left their cars unlocked.  Also do not 
leave the keys to your home in your vehicle. A thief entered a resident’s home using a key he found 
in their car. We recently arrested an individual, who was responsible for over 75 auto related thefts. 
This individual targeted residential areas and parking garages. He was able to enter secure parking 
garages in condominiums to steal GPS devices and IPODs.   

Captain Frantz Desamour, Arlington County Police Department (fdesam@arlingtonva.us) 



 

Westover Village Civic Association  
Membership Form – 2009 
 
Annual Dues $15   Payable to WVCA 
 
Membership dues pay for newsletter costs and fund many of the community activities and projects 
Sponsored by WVCA throughout the year. 
 
�  New Member �  Membership Renewal �  Information Update 
  
Number of people in household______ E-mail address:_____________________________________ 
 
Names            
 
Address:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Mail form with payment to: WVCA, PO Box 5604, Arlington, VA 22205 
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The Westover Village Civic Association is now accepting orders for your free native trees from 
Arlington County this spring! The two species available this year are the Bur Oak (Quercus 
macrocarpa) and the American Filbert, or Hazelnut (Corylus americana). The Bur Oak is a very large 
deciduous shade tree and the American hazelnut is a smaller multi-stemmed shrub with a rounded top 
and an open, often wide-spreading base.  The trees will be delivered as small “whips” in 5-gallon 
containers, making them easy to transplant with a high chance for future growth success. 

Residents need to place their order for trees before Friday, April 24, by contacting Robert 
Orttung at wvcapres@yahoo.com .  Please note your name, address, contact information, species 
and quantity you prefer.  Trees are limited to one of each type per household to ensure availability to 
all throughout the county. If you have room for more trees, please request more and if trees are 
available, we will provide them. You will be contacted in late April with the date trees are available for 
pickup – delivery dates are dependent on weather and demand.  
 The Bur Oak is often described as a “behemoth,” growing as large as 90 feet, so please be sure 
you have enough space in your yard for this magnificent, slow-growing, long-lived (200 years) species.  
That means at least 10 feet from a building, overhead wires, or smaller trees and 20 feet from large 
trees. The American Filbert, also commonly known as the American Hazelnut, is a multi-stemmed, 
deciduous shrub that grows 8-10’ high and wide – often larger.   

For additional information, please see the article in the early March edition of the Westover 
Village Voice at: http://www.westovervillage.org/NEWSLETTERS/march09news.pdf. 
 

 

Check out the WVCA’s 
new and expanding web 

site at: 
www.westovervillage.org 

 


